18        DECISIVE MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM
Zimmis (non-Muslims) in promulgated laws and re-
gulations, which were the source of such legislation
in Muslim countries.   They differed in vigour and
moderation according to circumstances and  may  be
resumed   as   follows:   The Zimmis  (non-Muslims)
were not allowed to build new churches or synagogues
or to rebuild those already fallen ; neither to raise the
cross on the churches or to expose their sacred books
in the streets or public places ;  or to chant their
prayers in the churches situated in Muslim quarters ;
they could not light tapers and they must proceed
quietly in funeral processions while passing through
Muslim quarters ; they were also prohibited to try to
convert a Muslim, or to obstruct the embracing of
Islam by a Christian ; they must comply with the
rules of humility and respect due to Muslims, such as
to avoid sitting before a Muslim without permission,
and not to wear Muslim clothes ; they must have their
special garments and colours.   They were also for-
bidden to have Arabic names, or to inscribe Arabic
letters on their seals, or to use  saddles  or to carry
arms, or to have Muslim slaves.   Caliph Omar wrote
to AmT ibn al-As, conqueror of Egypt and its first
Muslim Governor, in a message concerning the non-
Muslims : " The Zimmis must be sealed in the neck
with lead; they must show their   belts, shave  their
-beards,   and  ride   their mounts aside.   The Jiziya
[tribute] is to be imposed only on those who are
akeady shaved [adults] ; it must not be imposed on
women or boys ; the Zimmis are not allowed to dress
themselves in the same manner as Muslims."5
This official distinction created from non-Mus-
lims, within the Muslim State, a special society having
its own life, spirit, dispositions and social institutions,
and seen by Muslim government and Muslim society by
another eye than that consecrated to their brethren.
These regulations, issued for non-Muslims, were ap-
plied at first with leniency; the local governors and